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My first visa interview was rejected. When interviewer asked me “Do you need this
student intern as a requirement for your Ph.D.?” , I answered “This is not requirement
for my Ph.D.” . 1 just said truth thing to him because humanware innovation leading
program is not essential to get Ph.D. It' s additional degree for us. However, getting J-1
visa as student intern was prohibited by U.S. law, if it" s not requirement for Ph.D. So,
I have to prepare some of documents to get J-1 visa such as invitation letter from Prof.
Koffas and dean’ s letter. | think this point is a problem in our student internship.
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This research project was a challenging for me because my visiting date was only 70
days. So, 1 had to make plan and carry out it as soon as possible. | realized that
planning is important thing in conducting research project.

| also learned about novel genome manipulation method such as CRISPR, CRISPRi and genome
integration method which were developed by Koffas lab.
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When 1 have a problem, | asked someone soon. On the other hand,
when they have a problem to use analytical equipment, [ possibly
helped them because | have a good knowledge in manipulation of it.
They really |ike discussion because it enforce the research project.
I thought positiveness is a most important thing to communicate with
international  researchers.  Fortunately, my personality is
positiveness and sociable, and so this point was not difficult for . oo & Prof Koffas
me.
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Research discussion with them in English was actually not so difficult. However, daily
conversation was sometimes difficult for me, especially with native language speaker. 1
can understand what they said, but I didn” t know what I should say in English.

I didn' t have enough time to conduct the research project with other researchers. So, 1
will start a new collaborative project with keeping touch them.
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The experience with study in different laboratory was good opportunity for me, because |
have never changed belonging laboratory. The labs rule or equipment was totally different.
Especially, the view point and concerns for their research was totally different compared
with of my laboratory. These experiences are useful to broaden my horizon for science and
engineering.
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It was really cold in Albany city
where 1 lived in. 1 was always
wearing GORE-TEX clothing, neck
gaiter and boots. Especially, it was
crazy heavy snow in February. My
return flight was canceled by it at
first. Fortunately, I left there
only 1 day behind.

My return flight waz canceled by crazy heavy snow.
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There were few Japanese people around Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. However, 1
didn" t concern to live there because people around me was s0 frlendly and helpful uerson

I went to NY city several .
times. There were often protest
demonstrations for new president
Donald J. Trump. 1 think people
living in U.S. have a strong
concern for their politics than | > il y
of Japanese people. Protest demonstrations in New York eity.

Public order was so fine around Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Dr Trevor John
Simmons, who is owner of my housing said me that downtown have bad public order and
dangerous for visiting student. So, | have never been there alone. Even TJ is always
having a knife in his pocket and a pistol in his car to protect him and his family. He
actually encountered crime accident several years ago. After that, he always having them.
I' ve never forget what he said to me, “I don’ t kill someone with my pistol. Important
thing is that if you encounter the accident, you can stop them with your pistel. Don' t
kill them. but stop them to protect vou and your family.”

Prices in U.S. were higher than in Japan. | have almost made
something to eat by myself and rarely went to the restaurant.
Fortunately, TJ and roommate usually take me to a grocery stores
and TJ' s house have a rice cooker. So, 1 often made Japanese
food in there.

BBQ restaurant
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U.8. people really like to do everything effectively and conveniently. 1 felt it not
only in daily life but also in conducting research. For example, they usually eat apple
without peeling because we can eat apple’ s skin and peeling wastes a lot of time. Our
laboratory didn" t have enough experimental equipment (compared with Shimizu-lab) but we
can rent it in next door laboratories. We usually share the experimental eauipment with
them. 1 think it was convenient approach because they can employ more researchers instead
of spending a lot of money the experimental equipment. | also really thought that it' s
easy to make collaborative project in U.8. They don” t hesitate the collaborative project.
I think it s more difficult to make it in Japan. If | make the project in Japan, | must
complete complicated process and need permissions. We shouldn' t  hesitate the
collaboration, because our objective isn’ t conducting it by ourselves. Collaboration
enforce the speed of the research project and make it better with discussion from the view
point of different scientific field.

I" m not good to speak and |isten English, but I didn’ t hesitate to communicate with
international researchers. When the first time [ met TJ, he said “if you couldn' t
understand the English conversation, don’ t you say Yes or Mo but you should ask again
until you completely understand.” This became a basic idea of my English communication,
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