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To accelerate the discovery of satisfying items in group information searching, we focus on
developing a supporting system for group decision making in the collaborative web searching
in this research. Starting in the 2015 fiscal year, we have conducted the experiments recruiting
participants to search for an interesting restaurant that could satisfy each of group members
via our developed system. We collected data from 8 groups, and each group contains 3 members.
The system is connected to Gurunavi via APIT and allows participants to chat with others, bookmark
the selected choices, search, and reading information of the restaurant. Then, we analyzed the
dynamics of activities and timing of satisfaction convergence, and published the results in
DEIM 2016 and YANS2016 conferences
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Continuing in the following fiscal year, we aimed to investigate mainly on the pattern of
searching. In particular, the synchronization in web searching was believed to influence the
group satisfaction. Moreover, we expected that our system could support decision making by
providing recommendation (e.g., common implicit preference, interesting restaurant) to the
searching user at the right time. Therefore, understanding the relation of searching pattern,
timing, and satisfaction level would be necessary and became our main goal for this year.
Therefore, we conducted experiments recruiting a high number of subjects using new data
collection protocol. We expected that the analysis results would provide beneficial insights
in developing a good recommender system. Resulted from the techniques of information extraction
I have learned from this project, I have inspiration to explore the information retrieval
approaches in music domain.
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